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By KT. Esq. influence: of, say twenty . 
GaLvanic electricity, shortly : ‘one of the: wires, .terminated by a: 
its. discovery, and down to. the ‘pre- ~ brass ball, which he Jays hold of,*. 
sent time, has been or less: is.placed ‘permanently. in; the frst. 
used for medical. purposes’; and. cell. cf. the. trough. The other; 
although the diseases’ for the cure wire baving .also attached toita 
of which it has been employed have., ball,. which be. lays ; hold.of with; 
been various-in their ‘nature, -his' other.hand, is then. put into the 
affecting’ organs the most dissimilar twentieth’ cell:-of :the trough, and®: 
“* in. their. structure: and functions, this. instant: the _ patient expe-" 
yet. only one method - has been. riences. a shock. ...When the wire 
adopted for its* application, and is removed from the cell, he ex-. Ree 
that. invariably accompanied with -periences another... greater 
the repulsive sensation of a shock.: intensity of galvanism i is required,-°. 
To persous of ‘a-nervous tem-. the patient has to be subjected to. : 
perament, the dread of the. shock. a more severe shock, in proportion. - 
has proved an insuperable objec- to the number of plates which are ° 3 
tion to its use ; and it has also.de- added. And these shocks are. 
terred practitioners from applying perienced both when the wire-is:. ; 
it of a sufficient intensity, in cases inserted into the cells and removed ~ 
where diseases affected the more - from: them,  or,. in other: words, : 
delicate organs of the body, as the every time the.circuit is en cenetet : 
eye and ear. It is to obviate this, ed and broken... 
that I have adopted the following . These inconveniences are ‘entire. 
mode of applying the galvanic en- ly obviated by the very- simple ex-j 
ergy, by which it may be made to pedient of having two wires attach 
* pass through the body without ‘in- ed to one of the balls, by . which »: 
ducing the sensation of a shocic, the patient is made to form part, ae i 
by which the quantity of elec-s of the. -galvanic circuit. Let us, 
tricity may be gradually -and al--- suppose a* patient about to be ‘sub-... 
most imperceptibly increased to. jected to galvanism by meaas. of a. 
any extent. common galvanic battery, that he 
When a patient is “subjected. to is to receive -it through the arms,;:, 
the influence of galvanism in the. across the chest, aad that. the cir- oo 
_ ordinary wey, he is made-to form cuit is to be formed by. two brass’ a 
past of the circuit by" oreans of. one to of which. is attached, 
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a single wire, and to the other two 


distinct and separate wires. The 
trough being charged, the person 
takes hold of one-of the balls, say 
that which has the single wire at- 
tached to it. The extremity of 
this wire is to be placed into the 
first cell of the trough, there to 
remain. ‘The patient is then, with 
the other hand, to lay hold of the 
other ball having the two distinct 
and separate wires attached to it, 
one of which wires the operator 
places into the second cell of the 
trough, while he retains the other 
in his other hand. The patient 
has now been subjected to the in- 
fluence of two plates ; but the in- 
tensity of the galvanism from two 
plates is so very weak, that not 
the least sensation is produced upon 
him. The operator now inserts 
the last-mentioned wire, which he 
retained in his hand, into the 
third cell; he then lifts the wire 
which is in the second cell, and 
places it into the fourth, and so on, 
lifting each of the two wires which 


are attached to the one ball, alter- 


nately, taking care that one of them 
always forms the circuit while the 


other is moved forward. 


In this manner, at each removal 


of the wires, the quantity of gal- 
~~ yvanism added to that which is al- 
ready circulating is so small that. 
~~ no shock is perceived, while the 


general effect is distinctly expe- 


» 


. wienced on the system as the wires 
are moved forward. 

”-- adding one plate only at each re- 
\;moval of the wire, two, four or 


Instead of 


six may be added, as no distinct 


~ shock is perceived from that num- 
-ber ; and in this manner we sooner 


accumulate the necessary intensity. 


When the patient has been sub- 


jected to a sufficient intensity of 
galvanism, the wires are to be re- 
moved backwards in the same 


NCW MODE OF APPLYING GALVANISM. 


maouer, to prevent a shock being 
received. 

The effects of this modification 
of galvanism on the system are 
very peculiar. As the wires are 
gradually moved forwards, a slight 
sensation of heat and a kind of 
prickling is perceived in the hands 
and wrists, accompanied with a 
general glow of heat in the region 
through which the galvanism pass- 
es. As the number of plates 3s 
increased, a powerful tension of 
the muscles and accelerated circu- 
lation ensue. 

The beneficial effects of galvan-. 
ism appear to depend entirely upon 
the passage of the fluid through the 
system, whereby an increased ac- | 
tion of the difierent organs is in- 
duced, and the various secretions 
promoted ; and in no degree upon 
the shock received, which is no- 
thing more than the entrance of the 
fluid into the system, or rather the 
superinducement of a particular 
stateuponit. And, without doubt, 
the more gradually this is effected, 
and the more imperceptibly the — 
system is again brought into its 
natural state, the greater will be 


‘the benefit derived. 


_ Lest it should be supposed that 


_part of the agency: of galvanism 


depends upon the shock, it may be 
proper to state, that in every in- 
stance the same decompositioas 
are eflected in liquids when they 
are made to form part of the cir- 
cult, whether good or bad con- 
ductors ; and. the same states are 
induced upon the wires, whether 
the electricity be produced by 
means of a shock, or in the silent 
mamier. 

The mechanical effect of gal- 
Vanisas, when given by a shock, 
seems to act more powerfully in 
producing convulsive motions on 
aniwals recently killed, than whea 


VOMITING ATTENDING PREGNANCY. 


given ia the silent method; as, 
when an animal is subjected in this 
Way to electricity of very great 


intensity, no motions are produced 


except at the instant the circuit is 
completed and again broken. On 
dead subjects, then, galvanism ap- 
pears to act more powerfuily by 
the mechanical intiuence of the 
shock, and convulsive motions are 
produced. In the living subject, 
again, while it produces a shock, 
the good effects seem to depend 
more upon the stimulus given by 
the silent circulation of the fluid. | 


In cases of suspended animation, 
the silent method of applying gal-. 


vanism appears to be by far the 
most rational one, as it is quite 


-' apparent that the throwing of the 


body into different electric states, 
by breaking and renewing the cir- 
cuit which is the cause of the 
. shock, in order to increase or dimi- 
nish the galvanic energy, must be 
anything but beneficial, as it is just 
producing an effect one instant to 
_ destroy it the next.—Edinburgh 
Med. and Surg. Journal. 


If. 


SEVERE CASE OF VOMITING 
ING PREGNANCY. 


ATTEND- 


Exvizasetn JOHNSON, et. 23, ad- 
mitted a patient August 2d, 1828; 
she was seized yesterday with 
violent vomiting and pain in the 
bowels, which lasted nearly the 
— whole of the day without inter- 
mission, but she did not apply for 
relief till this morning early. She 
then complained of a pain in the 
epigastrium (which was relieved 
by pressure), and continued vo- 
miting (of a brown color). She 
appeared to be very much ex- 
hausted, and labored under great 
prostration of strength. Her 
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bowels had not been opened for 
three days; urine of a natural 
color; pulse rather small, and 
beat about S0; tongue loaded 
with a whitish fur ; body cold and. 
covered with perspiration. She 
is about two months gone with 
child. Ordered mist. efferves- 
cens. c. liq. opii sedat. Pil. ca- 
lomel. ext. col. c. et ol. croton. 
Sd.—Vomiting and pain in the 
stomach unabated ; pulse as yes-, 
terday ; bowels hard ; no tender- 
ness on pressure. Applic. em- | 
plast. cantharid. regioni epigast. 
Contin. pil. et mist. efferves. — 
Ordered to have large enemata. , : 
4th.— The vomiting has not ~- 
ceased for more than an hour . 
throughout, except yesterday, . 
when, after the blister was dress-. 
ed, she thought it was nearly two 
hours before it returned, but it 
then came on with increased vio- 
lence. Repeat enemata. R. 
hydrarg. sub. gr. xij., pil. saponis 
C. opio gr. Xviij., ol. cinnamom. 
ettij., fiant pil. vi. capiat j. tertiis 
horis. | 
5th.—Vomiting rather worse, . 
and the fluid which is thrown up 
is about the color of tea. Pulse 
rather full, and quicker than yes- 
terday ; bowels open; slight pain 
on pressure; tongue cleaner on. 
the sides, and red. Fiat v. s. ad 
3xvi. RK. cinnamomi. 3 ij- 
tre opii Si. M.capiat 3ss. omni 
tertia hora. 
6th.—Stomach still as irritable 
as yesterday, and rejects every- 
thing taken. Pulse not so full, 
but she complains of great pain 
in the epigastric region, increased 
by pressure. Applic. hirud. 
Xviij. regioni epigast. et postea 
emplast. cantharid. Capiat hy- 
drarg. sub. gr. viij. in pilulam 4tis 
horis., Bowels bound, although 


the enema has been persisted in. 


| 


Tih.—The medicines at pre-— 


sent have been of little service, 
as the vomiting still continues ; 
and in fact she rejects both medi- 
cine and nourishment as soon as 


taken; pulse natural; bowels 


bound ; tongue clean ; great pros- 
tration of strength 5 she is unable 
to move withoul assistance. Hight 
of the leeches ouly Look, but from 
the continued fainting which su- 
perveued, it was considered ad- 
visable not to apply any more. 
R. Misture crete spt. am- 
mon. c. tre opilaa Bt. spt. wther. 
c. 3ij. M. A tablespoonful to be 
given every two hours, with a 
teaspoonful of brandy. 
8th.—She yesterday kept a 
little arrow root on her stomach 


for somo time. Vomiting exceed- 


ingly bad ; bowels confined. Or- 
dered to continue the eneina eve- 
ry third hour, with the addition of 
an ounce of the tinct. aloes in 
each. To coatinue the mixture 
and brandy. 

Yth.—She says she feels re- 
lieved in taking the medicine and 
brandy, more particularly at first: 
but the stomach coutinues very 
irritable, although certainly miti- 
gated, and the paia in the epigas- 
tric region is less. Bowels open 
slightly. ilabeat hydrarg. subm. 
gr. x. in gelatina quamp, sumend. 
R. Acidi hydrocyanici M. viij. 
ciunamomi $ij. m. capiat 
%ss. sextis horis. 

10ith.—She was relieved for 
two or three hours by the acid, 
but the relief afforded was mere- 
ly temporary, and after the first 
or second dose, the medicine ap- 
peared to have lost its effect, as 
the vomiting returned nearly as 
bad as previous to the time she 
took the mixture with brandy. 
Bowels open; tongue clean, aud 
pulse natural; urine deposites a 


GANGRENUVUS EROSION OF THE FACE. 


mucous sediment. 
ut die Aug. Tmo. 
“12th. —Vomiting better, and 
she kept a little arrow root on 
her stomach. Bowwels open mo- 
dérately. She: sat .up*in bed a 
little yesterday. R. Aqua cin- 
namomi. Sij. sp. ammon. c. tra 
opiiaa Si. trae humuli cap. 
%ss. quartis horts. 

(13th, 14th.—Improving. 
16th.—--Convalescent. 
mist. aperiens pro re nata. 
23d.—Bowels regular ; no vo- 
miting for nearly a fortnight. The 
lower extremities anasarcous, for 
Which a mixture of the acetate. 
of potash was ordered, and under 
its use this symptom disappeared. 


Rept. mist. 


Cap. 


830th.—-Dismissed cured. 


It may be worthy of remark, 
that notwithstanding the violence 
of the vomiting, and the powerful 
remedies employed, no miscar- 
riage took place ; and after the 
usual time of gestation, she was 
delivered of healthy child, 
which she was evabled to suckle. 
—NMidland Med. § Surg. Rep. 


IIT. 
EROSION OF ‘TH FACE, 


Te the Editor of the Lostou Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal, 


Sir,—Ta the Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal for the Sth inst., you 
have published a case of gangre- 
nous erosion of the face, from Dr. 
Brown, of Boston. A similar case 
has occurred in my practice dur- 
ing the past scason, the more im- 
portaut particulars of which | now 
send you for publication. 

Samuel Bowman, an interest- 
ing child of Capt. Henry B. Farn- 
ham, of this village, aged four 
years, was attacked, ou the 26th 
of July last, with an autumnal 


= 
. 


GANGRENOUS EROSION OF THE FACE, 13 


remittent fever, which proved alum, dilute muriatic acid, tinct. 
more obstinate than severe. sulph. quin., myrrh, &c. blis- 
had, ‘at first, an emetic of vin. ter was applied over the part af- 
ant. Afterthis, sub. mar. hydrar. fected. But the disease conti- 
with ipecac., ipecac. uncombined, nued its ravages. ‘The cheek 
sub. mur. hydrar. and jalap, c. oil, "was soon penetrated, and the 
or senna, were administered as oc- teeth and gums laid bare. At 
casion required, to evacuate the the time of dissolution, which 
stomach and bowels.*® The con- happened on the 35th day of his 
stitutional effect of mercury was sickness and 25th of the gangrene, 
not attempted ; nor did it happea, the ulcer had spread to within an 
There was no salivation, soreness inch of the eye above, and was 
ofthe gums, or mercurial fetor ona level with the ‘base of the 
of the breath, during his illness. lower jaw beneath. It had se- 
I deem it unnecessary to state vered the lip anteriorly, and pro- 
the remaining particulars of the ceeded to the stenonian duct, and 
therapeutic plan adopted for the along the course of the muscles 
reduction of the fever. I may, and glands lying under the tongue 
however, merely observe, that, to the roots of that organ, poste- 
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tenderness in any organ, venesec- from the lower jaw. © The affect- 
tion was not had recourse to. ed parts had a jet black appear- 
On the tenth day of the fever, ance, with an indescribably bad 
the frightful gangrene made its fetor. The patieut had appa- 
appearance. We then observed rently no pain, but was restless, 
a a Eases» acre fetor of the and required large quantities of 
breath, and a brownish-red aspect opium. An ounce of the common 
of the mouth and fauces. The liquid laudanum in twenty-four 
gums were spongy, and occasion- hours, was at one time found in- 
ally emitted blood. Within the sufficient to procure relief. He 
mouth, and on the inside of the was perfectly rational to the last, 
right cheek, there was a small and his strength held out surpris- 
ash-colored spot, which soon be- ingly. He evidently died from 
gan to increase insize.. Directly exhaustion, having had a hectic 
Opposite to this spot, on the sur- for the last ten days, which was 
face of the external cheek, was a unattended with any considerable 
hard, smooth, whitish and shining diarrhoea. 
swelling. The eyelids of that Is this a disease sui generis? 
side were wdematous, and the It appears to be distinct from 
eye somewhat suffused. The every other species of gangrene. 
strength of the patient was but I[t has a peculiar origin and pro- 
little ceduced, and the fever be- gress. It does not arise in conse- 
coming intermittent on the 13th quence of general debility, or 
day, was cured in three days by putrescency. Nor can it be the 
sulph. quin. He now took wine, production, of mercury. I have 
sulph. quin., and a nourishing diet. never heard of its being attended 
The gangrenous spot was penciled with a mercurial mouth. Dr. 
with nitrate of silver, and had Jackson, of Northumberland, Pa., 
frequent and successive applica- has published several cases in the 
Hons of a solution of the same, of Philadelphia Medical Recorder, 


~ 


. 
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No. 39, vol. 12, page 66. In 
some of these cases, there had 
been no mercury given; and 
where previously administered, 
it had not produced its constitu- 
tional cifects. Inthe case I have 


described, the state of the'gums 


and fetor of the breath were very 
differe:.t from the usual effects 
of that mineral. Ido not rest, 
here, entirely upon the accuracy 
of my cin observation, nor upon 
the correctness of my own judg- 
ment; though it may scem that 
might be sufficient, in such a 
case, fur one having a practical 
knowle ze of the profession. I 
have th: concurrence of Dr. Is- 
sachar pnell, whose very friendly 
and efficieut aid, from an early 
date in the progress of the dis- 
ease, Poin happy to acknowledge. 
I have never before seen but one 
case siaiilar to this. ‘That oc- 
curred in Marblehead, Mass., 
during my pupilage, in 1824. I 
took no suinutes ; bat distinctly 
remember the same peculiarities. 
Ciarntes 
Winthrop, Me., Dec, 28, 1829. 


IV. 
MERCURIAL PTYALISM CURED. 


To the 4. litor of the Boston Medi- 
cal ond Surgical Journal, 


Six,—liaving noticed, in the pages 
of your valuable Journal, some 
facts obtained from a western Re- 
vicw illustrating the sympathy, or 
more properly the antipathy, which 
exists beiiveen the salivary glands 
and ihe skin, I resolved, when an 
opportunity should present itsclf, 
to apply iuis principle to the treat- 
ment of mercurial salivation. A 


few weeks after reading this arti-. 
cle, 1 was applied to by a female, 


MERCURIAL PTYALISM CURED. 


about twenty years of age, who 
was suffering severely from the 
effect of a, medicine with the na- 
ture of which she was unacquaint- 
ed, but which had been adminis- 
tered to her in pills, about a week 
previous, by‘ an irregular ‘practi- 
tioner to whom she applied for ad- 
vice. The gums, submaxillary 
glands, cheeks and tongue were 
greatly swollen; the latter was 
covered with a dense, hard, black 
secretion ; the jaws could scarce | 
be separated, and utterance was 
inarticulate ; the flow of saliva 
was constant, and the mercurial 
fetor evident. Under these cir- 
cumstances, there scemed to be 
little doubt that the symptoms were. 
owing to an excessive use of mer- 
curials. She was ordered cathar- 


tics, and an astringent gargle for ~-’ 


the mouth and throat. ‘Three days 
afterward, she was again seen, and 
appeared no better. A blister was 
then ordered to the back of the 
neck, an opiate at night, and the 
other treatment as before. Three 
days afterward, she was again seen, 
and found very much better. ‘The 
ptyalism had nearly ceased, the 
voice was clear, deglutition casy, 
and the tongue nearly clean. She 
stated that the opiate had been ta- 
ken once, but produced no effect, 
and that, on the subsequent nights, 
she had rested well without it. She 
was so Well satisfied of the good ef- 
fects of the blister, that she begged _ 
leave to place another on oue shoul- 
der, in order to complete the cure. 
The permission was readily granted, 
but not availed of, as the recovery 
was accomplished without it ina 
short time. 
Your obedient servant, 
ki. G. Daves. 
Boston, feb. 1830. 7 
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SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 


PHLEBOTOMY. 
Tue very frequent occasion which 
every medical practitioner - finds to 
practise bleeding, gives to this opo- 
ration, however simple, an interest 
which extends to its minutest details. 


We have heard an eminent surgeon 3 


pronounce it to be the most impor- 
tant operation in surgery; and we 
are by no means certain that this is 
exaggerated statement. When 
compared, in a single instance, with 
amputation ¢ or Jithofomy, | jt; seem pms 

no doubt, a trifling a affair “but wl 
are considered its infinitely greater 
frequency, its possible ill conse- 
quences even when skilfully _per- 


formed, and its probable results when 
badly managed, we ‘find ourselves 


disposed to accord to it no small 
consideration. With us, indeed, 

assumes a peculiar importance, from 
its being almost the only effectual 
mode of sanguineous depletion we 
_ possess. From tho accounts we 
have of French practice, it would 
seem that their leeches furnish them 
a complete substitute for the lancet ; 
so that a resort to the latter is com- 
paratively a rare occurrence, A 
French practitioner, even in a hos- 
pital, does not hesitate to order the 
application of from fifty to an hun- 
dred leeches; and there can be no 
doubt that depletion, in this manner 
and to this extent, would be as ef- 
fectual as that with the lancet. We 
have, however, often scen the time 
when such a prescription would cost 
a fortune, and require twenty-four 
hours labor to put it in execution; 


and unless sone means can be devis- 
ed for propagating an improved breed 
of this animal here, we must, in cases 
requiring thorough sanguineous de- 
pletion, still view the lancet as our 
only safe and effectual dependence. 


We notice, in a number of the 
Jcurnal Hebdomadaire de Medecine, 
some observations by the celebrated 
Larrey on the operation of bleeding, 
when performed on the jugular veins 
Ile considers this mode of venescc- 


dian tobe: particularly indicated in 


cerebral inflammation and in apo- 
plexy, in both of which there exists 
a congestion of the vessels of this 
organ. The first effect of this con- 
gestion is to produce a compression, 
concentric or eccentric, according to 
its situation, on the nerves of the 
part. This is followed by a paraly- 
sis of the muscles generally, and par- 
ticularly of those which serve for 
extension, which, in the healthy 


state of things, keep the head erect 
‘in opposition to the force of its own 


gravity. ‘Che consequence is that 
the position of the head becomes 
inclined, and compression is pro- 
duced at the origin of the jugular 
vein, The free circulation.of the 
venous blood being thus prevented, 
this fluid is forced back into the si- 
nuses, and from thence to the vessels 
of the brain itself, and in this manner 
augments the previous evil. Under 
these circumstances, the effect of 
bleeding in the extremities is, by 
increasing the debility, indirectly to 
aggravate the symptoms. On the 
other hand, by a liberal abstraction 
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of blood from the vessels near the 
part, the sinuses and cerebral vessels 
are directly relieved of their contents, 
the pressure is taken off from the 
nerves, and the muscles rosume 
their healthy functions. 


This ingenious explanation of the 
ratio modendi of this operation, is 
accompanied with some very sensible 
remarks on the manner of performing 
it. As these rcmarks are of a purely 
practical character, and do not admit 
of abridgement, we venture to ofler 
a translation of them to our readers, 


Bleeding in the jugular vein is a 
more delicate operation than is usu- 
ally suppused. Leven when the vein 
is plainly in sight, its mobility and 
elasticity render the opening of it 
very difficult; but it is frequently 
coucealed under the platysma-my vid 
muscle, and sometines is wholly in- 
visible. We can, however, in almost 
all cases, bring it into view by mak- 
ing strong pressure over il, at a point 
between the clavicular attachinent of 
ihe sterno-mastoid muscle and tho 
anterior margin of the trapezium. ‘The 
skin of the neck is then extended by 
the hand of an assistant, placed under 
the anyle of the jaw, and the lancet is 
plunged into the vein obliquely, from 
below upward and forward. If the 


point of the instrument be carried 


too jar in a perpendicular direction, 
it may pass through both the parietes 
of the vein; the consequences of 
which might be, the formation of a 
thrombus in the deep cellular tissue, 
the inflammation of this tissue, sup- 
puration, and the passage of purulent 
fluids through the posterior opening 
into the interior of the vessel, and 
thence to the heart. Another ucci- 
deat not less serious, is the passage 
of air through the anterior openiug 
of the vein during the operation, 
which must be prevented by the ex- 
ercise of constant and careful pres- 
sure over the vessel below the wound, 


PRACTICE OF BROUSSAIS—USE OF OPIUM. 


This precaution is one of the most 
necessary in this mode of venescction. 


DOCTRINES AND PRACTICE OF BROUS- 


SAIS, 
Some observations of a writer, in the 
American Journal, who has enjoyed 
the opportunity of witnessing tho 
practice of this emineut individual, 
are calculated to give a more favor- 
able impression of his manner of 
treating disease than we believe is 
generally entertained in this country. 
In the first stage of inflammatory 
alfections, he is, as is well known, 
very energetic, and bleeds largely _ 
both generally and locally. After 
this stage has passed, however, he 
generally adopts the expectant sys- 
tem, and waits for the powers of the 
constitution to rally, with little inter- 


ference, In adopting this plan, he 
outs many of those secondary 


means which, in the practice of 
English and American physicians, 
are regarded as important. In some 
cases, no doubt, this omission is to 
be regarded as injurious ; but in ge- 
neral he secures the comfort of bis 
patient by leaving him unmolested, 
and, what is not unimportant, he is 
enabled to sce undisguised the pro- 
cesses by which nature herself effects 
the restoration of the system to a 
state of health, 


OPIUM IN INFLAMMATION. 

We sce, by an able article in the 
N. A. Journal, that Dr. Breschet, 
of Lyons, has found this article of 
service in other stages of disease 
than those in which it has been usual 
to employ, it. Dr. B. divides in- 
flammuation into four distinct degrees, 
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PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. 


—first, where irritation ‘is present in 
_ & part, but no injections of the capil- 
laries of that part ;—secondly, local 
inflammation, without fever or any 
affection of the system ;—thirdly, 
when the system sympathises | with 
the local affection, and fever’ is pre- 
‘sent ;—fourthly, when fever has 
ceased, and nervous irritation alone 
is present. The first stage occurs 
all inflammations, but in general 
is by no means easy to detect ; while 
it continues, opium is the appropriate 
‘remedy, and its liberal use will either 
arrest the disease, or render the sub- 
sequont stages more mild. Its use, 
caution. 
The second stage occurs ‘distinctly 
in those inflammations the seats of 
which are circumscribed, and are at 
a distance from the centre.:: Sach is 
the case with inflammatory affections 
of the eye; and in such cases, the 
exhibition of opium is often of ad- 
vantage, Under this head, Dr. B. 
recommends the local application of 
the tinct, opii in various forms of 
ophthalmia. In the third stage, 
opiates are never. admissible, unless 
‘heir use has been preceded by active 
depletion. Its good effects, after 
such depletion, in relieving pain and 
abridging the course of the disease, 
have been repeatedly noticed, and 
are confirmed by Dr. Breschet. The 
fourth stage occurs especially in pul- 
monary inflammations in which, after 
the active inflammation has been 
subdued, a tedious irritative cough 
continues to harass the patient. In 


this state of things, opium is of signal 
service, and may, for the most part, 
be given without apprehension of 
danger. 
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PULMONARY CONSUMITION, 


We offered, in one of our late num- 
bers, an abstract of some remarks by 
Dr. Parish, of Philadelphia, ou the 
advantages of air and exercise in’ 
chronic pocumeonia. In second 
cummunication to the N. A. Journal 
on the same subject, Dr. P. adduces 
some striking facts in confirmation of 
the same principle, A lady of deli- 
cate constitution was attacked with 
hemoptysis to au alarming extent, 
which was relieved only by entire 
rest fur several days, with appropri- 
ate medical treatment, Great ex- 
iaustion aud debility followed, and 
very serious apprchensions were cn- 
tertained in regard’ to the consc- 
quences of a second attack. It was 
already late in the autumn, and if 
she were to venture abroad at all 
during the season, it seemed evident 
that no time was to be lost. Free 
exercise in the open air was there- 
fore ordered, and she recovered. 
Another case, of even more interest, 
is that of a young geutdeman who 
had exhibited decided symptoms of 
consumption, but in whom the discase 
was kept in check ior three years, 
by as many voyages to [adia. A 
fourth voyage was in contemplation, 
but was prevented by the state of 
commercial affairs, The pulmonary 
difficulties soon returned, and proved 
fatal. The lungs were tuberculous. 
Dr. P. remarks, with sreat good 
sense, that it is only in the early 


stage of this disease that any benefit 


is to be derived from change of cli- 
mate. T’o send a patient in whom 
the disease has become confirmed to 
a foreign land, is at once wholly 
useless, and a crue! aggravation of 


. 
‘ 
. \ 
‘ 
: 


18 


his sufferings. Dr. P. does not say, 
nor would it indeed be just to say, 
that this is ever done by the practi- 
tioncr to evade his responsibility, 
But there is a temptation, to the phy- 
siciun worn out and discouraged by 
unavailing efforts, to propose this as 
an ultimate resuurce, and to hold 
out stronger hopes of its eflicacy 
than he himself indulges. A sense 
of honor and of his high responsibili- 
ty, not to say the impulse of huma- 


EDITOR’S NOTICE. 


nity itself, should be sufficient to 
prevent his being induced, by any 
motive whatever, to swerve from the 
exact line of integrity and truth. 
Not only should no false hopes be 
suggested, but the self-delusion which. 
so often takes possession of weak 
minds on this point, must be steadily 
combated. If placebos are ever al- 
lowable in practice, it can only be 
such as are certainly innocent in 
their operation. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, 


FEBRUARY 16, 1830. 


EDITORS NOTICE. 


Avr the commencement of a new 
volume of this Journal, it becomes 
us to state, that such has been the 
flattering success which has thus far 
attended the efforts of those from 
whom it emanates, that it will be 
continued on the same general plan, 
and afforded at the same cheap rate, 
as for the last two years. 

The chief objection we find to the 
work is, that its size forbids the in- 
sertion of any artitle of considerable 
length, without presenting it piece- 
meal, weck after week,—a mode of 
publication universally acknowledged 
to be inconvenient, and detracting 
much from the truc value of the es- 
say so mutilated. This difficulty 
will be met, in the present volume, 
by the occasional publication of two 
numbers at once; when it becomes 
desirable, from the practical value 
of a paper which may occupy six or 
cight pages, to insert it entire, our 
subseribers will receive two shects 
instead of onc, and thus the pleasure 


of varicty be still secured to them. 
In these cases, the double number 
may be published on the Tuesday 
‘when the first or second shall become 
due, vi at some period between those 
days. We have been explicit in 
giving this notice, in order that the 
reader may understand, that, if at 
any time his copy of the Journal is 
not received at the usual day, a 


double sheet may be expected the ~ 


Tuesday following ; if, on the other 
hand, one of these duplex numbers 
comes to him in course, he will 
receive noue the succeeding week.— 
It is not probable that this mode of 
publication will be frequently neces- 
sary ; but by leaving it open to adop- 
tion, we shall be able to embody in 
our work some valuable results of 
medical experience which we have 
often been constrained to pass with- 
out notice, 


The Sketches of Periodical Lite- 
rature are wholly original, and re- 
quire much editorial labor, The 
reader, skimming them over, whilst 
quietly seated in his arm-chair, little 


suspects how great is this labor,— 
how many bogs we havo to wade 
through before we come to a scene 
worth describing, and when arrived 
at such scenes, how much useless 
rubbish must be brushed away, 
before their true beauties can be 
presented to his eye. They have 
given, however, such gencral satis- 
faction, that they will be continued ; 
—and our efforts will not be wanting 
to communicate, under the Boston 
Ilead, whatever may be thought in- 
teresting or useful by way of essay 
or intelligence, 


Protracted reviews and lengthy 
monograplis are necessarily excluded 
from a weekly paper like this, but 
our pages-are always .open:-to the 
communications of those (and it is 
to be hoped they are not few) who 
deem it a duty, as well asa privilege, 
toimpart something of what they know 
to others, as well as to drink in know- 
ledge from the bounty of their breth- 
ren,—who conceive they are but 
discharging an imposing obligation, 
by laboring to do something for that 
science which is doing everything 
for them. The history of cases 
rare in their nature, course or ter- 
mination, or, what’ is’ better, the 
practical results deduced by a judi- 
mind from 
cases, will 


cious and discriminating 
an observation of such 
always be acceptable to the members 
of a profession ever anxious for new 
and more powerful means, of mitigat- 
ing the sufferings and subduing the 
diseases .with which they have to 
contend.—Accounts of new reme- 
dies, or of novel and improved modes 
of applying those which have been 
long known, are among the most 
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useful of periodical communications, 
—Rare cases in Surgery 3—facis in 
Physiology, or illustrative of its laws ; 
—post-mortam examinations, in con- 
nection with the history of the cause 
of death,—and suggestions touching 
the moral, secial or medical state 
and duties of the profession, inight 
be supplied in abundance 
‘clligent and enterprising physicians 
of New England. There is scarcely 
an individual among our snbscribers 
who has it not in his power to give 
lessons of practical value to his breth- 
ren; and were each to contribute his 
part to the common stock of mesical 
knowledge, the amount ef practical 
power inthe hands of the Faculty 
would be greatly augmented, the 
objects and the honor of the profes- 
sion would be materially advanced, 
and, through its instrumentality, the 
comfort and happiness of the com~ 
munity would be essentially promot- 
ed.—We hope that these hints may 
not prove to have been thrown out 
in vain, but that our pages will show 
that the spirit of mutual instruction 
which is producing such wonderful 


by the in- 


results in Philosophy and the Arts, 
is exerting, among ourselves, & no 
less potent and salutary influence on 
the progress of Medical Improvement, 


DISTINCTIVE MARKS OF PREGNANCY. 


Tue symptoms of pregnancy are so 


familiar to every practising physiciau, 


that it would seem impossible a doubt 
could ever exist respecting the pre- 
sence of this state. When the hus- 


band has just returned after a voyage, 
the catamenia interrupted, mern- 
ing sickness is 
breasts swell and beceme painful, 


troublesome, the 


~ 
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and the areola around the nipple is 
darkened, few would doubt the cause 
of these phenomena, If, in addition 
to all this, the abdominal tumor be- 
vius, after a fuw mouths, to show it- 
self aud to enlarge, and a sensation 
of internal movement is experienced 
by the patient, the family physician 
wight be informed of the anticipated 
happiaess of the parents, but few 
would think of asking his opinion 
whether these pleasing anticipations 
were well founded. Yet it is very 
possiLie that all these occurrences 
might exist as the precursors of evil 
aud not of good,—as symptoms of 
disease and not of pregnancy.—It is 
equally true, on the other band, that 
a lady may pass through all the 
stages of yestation, without evinc- 
ing any mark of her condition. The 
abdor iual tumor may be so small as 
to be easily concealed from the ob- 
servation of her fricnds, or even, to 
deceive herself. ‘This will be apt to 
take «lace in cases where the men- 
stvual discharge is not interrupted, 
no morning sickness or syncope 
exist, and no internal movement is 
perce ved which may not be attri- 
buted to intestinal commotion 3 where 
the beecasts are naturally large and 
neither increased in size, nor the seat 
of pala, and where the areola, as is 
usually the case in persons of light 
compiexion, retains its ordinary hue. 
We oace knew a lady who, having 


no other apparent sign of gestation 


than the abdominal and mammary 
tumefaction, insisted on her freedom 
from that condition, aud attributed 
her increased bulk to ao accumula 
tion of fat about the intestines,—an 
opinien in which she was confirmed 


ness in the .bosom. 


DISTINCTIVE MARKS OF PREGNANCY. 


by a corresponding increase of ful- 
Ahhough de- 
sirous, as well as her husband, of 
such a change in their family, no 
persuasion or argument could alter 
her opinion; she remained firm in 
her convictions throughout the pains 
of parturition, and when a_ boy 
weighing twelve pounds was shown 
her as evidence of her error, she 
could scarcely believe it could be 
ker child. ‘This is certainly an ex- 
treme case, and one tlie ectremeness 
of which we could never explain, 
since the lady was not only sane, but 
intelligent, well educated, and greatly 
esteemed and respected, 

Since, then, preguancy may exist 
with but questionable evidence, and, — 
on the other hand, all its imputed 
symptoms may be present under cir- 
cumstances. foreign to gestation, it 
becomes an interesting and practi- 
cally important inquiry, are there 
any means of arriving at the truth, 
in every such case, at a period aute- 
cedeut to parturition, 

No one, it appears to us, has an- 
swered this question so well as Dr. 
Gooch, who, in his late account of 
some of the principal diseases pecu- 
liar to women, bas. given to it about 
fifty pages. His opinion appears te 
be, that, wheu we are in doubt, no- 
thing can sulve it so readily as a 
careful external or interual examina- 
tion,—cach separately, and both 
combined.—'The directions given by 
Dr. Guoch for performing these exa- 
minations, we shall offer in his own 
words, 

External.—In exanining exter- 
nally through the walls of the abdo- 
men, the bladder should be empty, 


. 
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the paticat in bed, in her night dress, 
on her back, in a posture between 
sitting and lying, with the knees 
slightly drawn up. ‘These are the 
most favorable circumstances for the 
external examination; “but we are 
ofien obliged to examine without 
these advantages. 

The first thing to notice is the 
situation, consistence, ‘aud figure of 
the tumor which is distending the 
abdomen. In pregnancy, the uterus 
does not rise out of the pelvis before 
the third month,—by the sixth month 


_it is up to the umbilicus,—by the se- 


venth it is a little above the umbili- 
cus,—by the eighth month it is half 
way between the umbilicus and scro- 
biculus cordis,—and in the ninth 
month it has reached the scrobiculus 
cordis, its highest elevation ; thus, if 
wo are examining 4 patient about the 
sixth month of pregnancy, we ‘shal 

feel a circumscribed tumor occupying 
the front of the abdomen, from the 
brim of the pelvis to the umbilicus, 
of an oval form and firm consistency, 
much firmer than the abdomen above 
and on its sides, where it is occupied 
by the intestines. All this can be 
made out clearly, if the walls of the 
abdomen are thin and relaxed; if 
they are fat, this is difficult and often 
impossible ; but even then we can 
notice whether the enlargement is 
firm or soft: the fornter will be the 


if the patient is pregnant.) 


--Vhe vext thing ta notice is the 
umbilicus. In. the unimpregnated 
state, it is sunk below the surface, 
forming a shallow pit; but in preg- 
nancy, when the uterus has arisen 
to or above the umbilicus, this part 
projects above the surface of the ab- 
domen: this, however, depends on 
the period of pregnancy at which we 
ure examining ; it will scarcely be 
found before the sixth month, and 
the further the pregnancy is advanc- 
ed, the more distinct willit be, ‘The 
firmness of the abdomen and the 
projection of the umbilicus depeud 
on one aud the same cause; that is, 
the firmness of the tumor which is’ 


distending the abdomen; but any 
other tumor equally firm may 
sion both these symptoms: their 
presence alone proves little, but if 
the state which we are investigating 
is advanced as far as the seventh or 
eighth month, their absence proves a 
great deal; for, if the umbilicus is 
depressed, and the abdomen, though 
enlarged, is soft and yielding, these 
alone prove that the patient is preg- 
naut, Let not the practitioner, how- 
ever, give an opinion till he has col- 
lected all the proofs. 


Before proceeding to internal exa- 
mination, one other point is of great 
moment. The hand should be placed 
on the abdomen, over the tumor, and 
there allowed to remain several mi- 
nutes. If no motion is felt, it is not 
indeed conclusive evidence that there 
is no foctus in utero,—the fortus may 
be quiet just then, or it may be dead, - 
—but if a motion is distinetly felt by 
the hand in this situation, this is per- 
haps the best of all proofs of the 
pregnancy of the  paticnt,—much 
more conclusive certainly than any 
obscure sensation of the patient her- 
self, who may mistake other move- 
ments, or even nervous impressions, 
for factal motion. Dr, G, then goes 
on to spoak of the examination which 
we have called : 


Internal.—Uaving examined the 
uterus through the walls of the abdo- 
men, we proceed next to examine it 
through the vagina; for this the pa- 
tient should be turned on her side ;— 
and here again there are three things 
to observe,—the state of its neck, 
the state of its body, and the move- 
ment or rather the mobility of the 
foetus. Ist, in the unimpregnated 
state, the neck of the uterus projects 
into the vagina about two-thirds of 
an inch, like a thick, firm, fleshy 
nipple. At the termination of preg- 
nancy, a few days before labor, this 


3 
4 


“) 


neck is completely obliterated, the 
portion of uterus, which lies over the 
iop ol the vagina, no longer project- 
inv into its cavity, but forming a flat 
roof, This oblieration begins about 
the Gfth mouth, the neck becoming 


gradually sotier, broader, and short- 


er; by the seventh month it is much 
altered, and not at all like the neck 
id the Uulmpregnated state, being 


= 
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very sofi, broad aud short, It is 
vow calculated to have lost three- 
fourths of its length; but it is not 
quite obliterated till the last weck of 
pregnancy; so that if a false alarm 
about lubor, two or three weeks be- 
fore delivery, gives the practitioner 
an Opportunity of examining the ute- 
rusy he will tind a soft short nipple 
still remaining :—thus— 


Ss. \ 


B 


il 


A represents the neck of the uterus before the fifth month, when it has 
undergone 1.0 change in its length. | 

B the neck at the sixth or seventh month, when it has begun to shorten. 

C the neck in the eighth month, when it is nearly obliterated. 

D the neck at the end of the ninth month, whea itis quite obliterated, 


After satisfying himself of the state 
of the neck of the uterus, the medi- 
cal attendant should next ascertain 
if the body of that organ be enlarged, 
by placing the fluger up between the 
os uteriand pubis. In its unimpreg- 
nated state, the uterus will be felt 
soft and flaceid 3 if distended, a hard 
tumor will be distinctly perceived in 
this situation, We may then pro- 
ceed to the 


Combined 


is, says Dr. G., a combination of the 
external and internal examinations, 
Which, in thin persous, gives a very 


accurate knowledge of the nature of 


the tumor. For this purpose, the 
finger of the right hand is to be-ap- 
plicd against the tumor which is felt 
in the vagina, and the left hand is to 
be applied on the outside of the ab- 
domen, to the upper part of the cir- 
cumscribed swelling. Now by alter- 
nately pressing the tumor up, by 
means of the finger in the vagina, 
and down, by means of the hand on 
the abdomen, the practitioner be- 
comes certain that the tumor which 
is felt through the walls of tle abdo- 
men, is the same as that which is 
felt through the vagina; the most 
satisfactory proof that it is an enlarg- 
ed uterus, ‘This method is applica- 
ble as early as the fourth or fill 
month, 


J 
| 
| | 
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Before giving a decided opinion, 
one other expedient should be adopt- 
ed. It is well known that the foetus 
is not closely embraced, but always 
floats in the liquor amnii. Let the 
patient then be placed in an erect 
posture, and then applying the fin- 
ger (in front and a little below the 
os utcri) to the uterine tumor, push 


it gently upward; if the tymor be a 


foetus, it will follow the finger up and 
back again;—next give it a sudden 
push upward ; if a foetus, it will leave 
the finger and again come down upon 
it,—a_ circumstance which will not 
eccur in any disease of that organ. 
This is, in fact, the most conclusive 
part of the whole examination, and 


When» made. :hetween ‘the: fifth. and, 


seventh month, and taken in connec- 
tion with the result of the preceding 
trials, can scldom Jeave the attendant 


doubt. —We regret that our limits 
- will not allow us to give other: views 


of the diagnosis proposed iy Dr. G. 
Those we have offered, if attentively 
considered, cannot but prove highly 
useful to every medical practitioner. 


ARTIFICJAL EYES, 


Dr. Scuvver, the ingenious oculist, 
whose artificial eyes are said to have 
pupils which contract and dilate, and 
to wink and move in the same direc- 
tion with the natural organ, is now 
at the ‘I'remont House in this city. 
We have scen specimens of his in- 
genuity, and, after attentive exami- 
nation, would recommend them with 
great confidence to those who are so 
unfortunate as to require such an 
appendage to the natural physiogno- 
my, The artificial shell which is 
made to imitate the natural eye, is 


fixed by Dr. S. directly to the ball, 
and consequeutly partakes of its 
movements, and allows the lids to 
This is what is called 
making an “artificial eye to wink and 
move with the real one in any direc- 
tion.” 

As to the contraction and dilata- 
tion of the pupil, few could expect 
any great power or extent of motion 
in the internal parts of a solid lens 
of glass. By an optical deception, 
however, the pupil, though perfectly 
stationary, does appear to alter its dia- 
meter with every motion ofthe enamel. 
As the latter changes its direction, 
the former appears to dilate or con-. 
tract, and this, though these changes 
be ever so trifling. ‘The mannor in 
which this effect is produced, is as 
follows :—The pupil is represented 
by a black substance at the posterior 
part of a hemisphere of transparent 
glass, which occupies the place of 
the aqueous humor in the real organ. 
Around this substance the iris “is 
represented,—-not painted, but color- 
ed apparently in the glass itself, 
Thus viewing the black substance 
or pupil through a very convex lens, 
its size will vary according to the 
direction in which we look upon it. 
If we see it sideways, its size is 
greater than when the eye is cast 
upon it directly ; and hence the ap-- 
parent change in its size with every 
movement of the organ, 


cluse over if. 


But further ;—in seme of the spe- 
cimens we saw, the edge of the pupil 
Wus indistinct, except in a strong 
light,"aud this indistinctuess was pro- 
duced by the deep shade of the inner 
The eflect of this 
If we bring the eye 


edges of the iris. 
is admirable. 


- 
. 
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to a strong lignt, the line of the eir- 
cumierence of the pupil is clearly dis- 
tinguished : if now we remove it to a 
jess powerful light, this line is not 
discerned, and being lost in the deep . 
shade of the margin of the iris, the 
eilect ts an apparent increase of size, 
or, is other words, dilatation of the 


pupil itself,.—By this very brief. and . 


imperfect description, the .general 
principles on which. these machines 
are constructed may be learnt. . 


Dr. 


‘S. has doubtless brought the imita-. 


tion nearer tothe original: than any» 
one who has\preceded him; and this. 
meed will doubtless be accorded him. 
- ia Europe, whithor he, intends going: 
- ina few months. 


. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


that, on the Baltic, asthmatic inva- 
lids were much better at sea than on. 
the shore, M. Vogel analyzed the air 
a league from the shore, and con- 
cluded, Ist, that the air. above the 
Baltic, . a league from the shore, ~ 
contains less carbunic acid than the. 


ordinary atmospheie, and carbonic 
acid probably diminishes as we re-— 
that the | 


cede from land; and 2d, 
same air contains muriates in greater: 


or lesser quantities.— Edin, Phil. J. i. 


Rosate Acid in Human Urine — 


M. Henry has observed in certain 
cases of acute rheumatism, accompa-: 


nied by nervous fever, that the urine; 


has. been of a very red color, and 
produced an abundant deposit on- 
cooling. On analysing the secretion | 
in such cases, he found that it was. 
very acid, that. phosphoric acid and: 


"PARALYSIS. OF THE FACE. - , dant, and that the uric acid had ale" / 


A cass ‘of. palsy of ‘the muscles 


the right side of the face, has been 


recently cured at Guy’s Hospital, by 


a. blister over the cheek, kept open 
about three weeks, and the. internal 
exhibition of Plummer’s pill. 


A 


ilar case, treated with strychnine 


sprinkled over the blistered surface, - 


The- 


progressed more rapidly. 
strychnine has been successfully ex- 
hibited, in the French hospitals, in 


cases of palsy of the extremities x! | 


colica 


‘On ‘the: Difference iene: ‘Sea’ the Med. Journal, will be sent to. 


most entirely disappeared, aad been’ 
replaced OY ‘Fosaic acid © in 


—Mr.. 
Walford has recently published a 
work entitled a Companion to Post- 
mortem Examinations. It comprises: 
a description of all the appearances: 
usually presented in such investiga- 
tions, and must form a valuable aid. 
in their pursuit. 


Tae Index to the, second volume of 


and Land Air.—Having learned. subscribers with our next number. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING FEBRUARY 5. °° 


“Date. __Date.|Sex. | Disease. Date. |Sex. | Age.| Disease. 
Jan. F.112 mojdropsy on the head 3.4 F.183 yrsiold age 
29.;M.| 5 w jconvuisions | 1-2 !dropsy in ‘the head 
30.! F.} 9 mojinfantile M.!2 mo |infantile 
M. frozen mo .|jlung fever 
do. SO yrsjold age 
7 mo'stoppage in the F.'24 . |bursting of bloodvessel. 
yrs'consnmption 5.|M.i2 lung fever 
Feb. 2. 1-3 lung Malse, 9,—Females, 8. Total,17.2 
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